Bladder wall telangiectasis causing life-threatening haematuria in ataxia-telangiectasia: a new observation.
We report two cases of life-threatening haemorrhage from bladder telangiectasia in children with ataxia-telangiectasia (A-T) who had been treated for lymphoma earlier in life. Whilst oculocutaneous telangiectasiae are an almost universal finding in this syndrome, bladder wall telangiectasis has not been reported previously. Both teenagers presented with recurrent severe haematuria due to extensive bladder telangiectasis. Recurrent haemorrhage was controlled with cystoscopic diathermy treatment. As A-T is a DNA repair disorder, it is possible that chemotherapy-mediated damage to the bladder mucosa prompted the development of clinically significant telangiectasis in these patients. We advocate early cystoscopy for A-T patients who develop haematuria to investigate the cause, and cystodiathermy to pre-emptively treat developing lesions prior to haemodynamically significant haemorrhage.